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SCHOOL BOARD ELECTIONS AND BUDGET VOTE

The elections of members of the Board of Education shall be held on the third Tuesday in
May, unless this date conflicts with religious observances on that day, in which case it shall be
held on the second Tuesday in May. The request is due to the Commissioner by March 1st. The
polls shall be open for those hours designated by the district. The following items shall be voted
upon:

1. the annual budget,
2. any vacancies on the Board of Education, and
3. any special propositions that have been properly presented.

Nominations

Candidates for the office of member of the Board of Education shall be nominated by
petition. Such petition shall be directed to the District Clerk, shall contain the signatures and
addresses of at least 25 qualified voters of the district or two percent of the voters who voted in
the previous election, whichever is greater, and shall state the name and residence of the candidate.
Each petition shall be filed with the District Clerk not later than 30 days preceding the Annual
Meeting and Election at which the candidates so nominated are to be elected.

The District Clerk will supervise the procedure used to establish the order of names on the
ballot. The Board may reject nominations if the candidate is ineligible or has declared an
unwillingness to serve.

Reporting Expenditures

If a candidate’s campaign expenditures exceed $500, the candidate must file a sworn
statement with both the district clerk and the commissioner of education itemizing their
expenditures and contributions received. The statement must list the amounts of all money or
other valuable things paid, given, expended or promised by the candidate, or incurred for or on the
candidate’s behalf with his or her approval.

A candidate who spends $500 or less is only required to file a sworn statement with the
district clerk indicated this to be the case.
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An initial statement must be filed at least 30 days before the election, a second statement
must be filed on or before the fifth (5") day preceding the election and a final statement must be
filed within 20 days after the election. Moreover, should any contribution or loan in excess of
$1,000 be received after the fifth (5) day but before the election, such contribution must be
reported within 24 hours after receipt.

The Board follows the rules and regulations of the Commissioner of Education and the Education
Law which indicate that a school district may not lend support to partisan activities through the
use of district facilities and resources. To this end, the District does not allow partisan activity or
electioneering on school district premises. Partisan activity includes, but is not limited to, the
distribution of materials designed to solicit favorable votes for any candidate and any private
activities to advocate a particular position on the budget. Moreover, partisan activity and/or
electioneering is not permitted at any time during school sponsored events which are held in school
buildings or on school grounds.

Cross-ref: 1050, Annual Election and Budget Vote
1500, Public Use of School Facilities

Ref:  Education Law 882012; 2013; 2014; 2018; 2018-a; 2019-a; 2031; 2031-a; 2035
Appeal of Giuliano, 37 EDR 572 (1998)
Appeal of Fitzpatrick, 30, EDR 124 (1990)
Appeal of Heidbrink, 29 EDR 192 (1989)
Appeal of Gasparini, 23 EDR 25 (1983)
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